Preparing Testimony for Legislative Hearing 

This is a brief outline meant to be a guide to preparing legislative testimony (for example, regarding LD 326: An Act To Increase Access to Higher Education, which states, “This bill increases the number of foster care residents who are eligible for a tuition waiver at a state postsecondary educational institution from 25 to 35 new students per year in each year.”)
Think about the issue first

The first rule in preparing testimony is to know what you want.  In this instance, it’s a little bit easier, because the policy / law has already been defined and proposed.  If we support this bill, we need to answer why this law would be important.  Before writing your testimony, brainstorm your thoughts regarding these 4 questions first:

1. Why is it important for the state to have the tuition waiver for youth in care?

2. Why increase the number from 25 to 35?

3. How will this law improve the life of youth in care?

4. How will this law benefit Maine?  (For example, one of Maine’s goals is to increase the number of residents who get a college degree.  How does an increase in college degrees help Maine?)

Drafting your testimony

When you are ready to outline and write your testimony, start with the simple stuff:

· Your name, age and where you live 

· Where do you go to school and what grade are you in?

You can provide more insight about the need for tuition waiver for youth in care by giving some sense of your own experience.  You don’t have to tell more than you feel comfortable and we want to keep clear, simple and focused.  So, you might describe the following:

· How long have you been in foster care?

· How many places have you lived in foster care?

· How many schools have you attended?

This information may describe how you and other youth in care have already faced challenges that other kids didn’t have to face.  Youth also have a unique relationship to the state and therefore, the state has a unique parental obligation to youth in care.  

Finally, committee members will be pleased to hear, that despite the challenges you have faced, that you have goals and hopes for your future that include education.  Describe these:

· What are your educational plans?

· How will your education and your goals make a difference in your life?

Be sure to end with a thank you to the committee for their time and for their work supporting youth in care as they prepare for their futures outside of DHS.  The more they understand, the greater ally and advocate they will be for youth.

